
14-STAR FLAG 
Ca. 1847-63 
 
Hand-sewn cotton and appliquéd four-pointed stars. Canton extends full 
flag height with stars configured randomly in upper left corner. Twelve 
stripes in white and red sequence. 
 
This rare flag was made in Maine for Ossian Preston Ingraham when he 
was a young boy. Born in Kenduskeag, Maine in 1847, Ossian and his 
parents Joseph and Nancy (Cole) Ingraham lived there until moving to 
California in 1863.   
 
Among the documents accompanying this flag is a letter written by 
Ossian to his daughter Eleanor on April 27, 1906, nine days after the 
great San Francisco earthquake, in which he describes the devastation 
and living conditions that existed in the aftermath of that horrible 
tragedy. 

 
 
 
26-STAR FLAG 
Ca. 1837-45 
 
Printed on cotton. Double C pattern. 
 
The completion of the Erie Canal in 1825 enabled settlers from eastern 
states to easily migrate to the Midwest, and within 10 years, the 
Michigan Territory had sufficient population to apply for statehood. 
Following resolution of a boundary dispute with Ohio over an area that 
is now the City of Toledo, Michigan became the twenty-sixth state on 
January 26, 1837. 

  



31-STAR FLAG 
Ca. 1858-59 
 
Printed on wool. Modified diamond pattern with central star, flanked by 
star in each corner. 
 
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ending the two-year Mexican-
American War, was signed on February 2, 1848, and under its terms, 
Mexico ceded California and several southwestern territories to the 
United States. In the ensuing period, Congress failed to organize a legal 
form of government for California because it was deadlocked over the 
issue of slavery in newly-acquired territories.   
 
In September 1849, Californians acted on their own and at a convention 
held in Monterey adopted a state constitution, including a provision to 
prohibit slavery. The constitution was approved by popular vote in 
November and the following month the first legislature met to create an 
unofficial state government.   
 
The Compromise of 1850, a series of bills introduced in the Senate by 
Henry Clay and supported by Stephen Douglas and Daniel Webster, was 
proposed to resolve the major slavery controversies arising from the 
Mexican-American War. Among its most important provisions, the 
legislation ensured that a balance between free states and slave states 
would be maintained, which paved the way for California to be admitted 
to the union on September 9, 1850, as a free state. 

 
 
 
 
34-STAR EAGLE FLAG 
Ca. 1861-63 
 
Paint-printed on cotton. Wreath surrounding large eagle and colored 
shield, flanked by star in each corner.   
 
Following adoption of the Great Seal in 1782, there was a notable 
appearance of flags with an eagle painted on the canton. During both the 
War of 1812 and the Civil War, Army regimental flags were produced 
with an eagle and the name of the regiment painted on a scroll beneath 
the shield. As America expanded into the western frontier, explorers 
carried eagle flags and presented them to Indian tribes as a symbol and 
expression of peace. 



34-STAR GREAT STAR FLAG 
Ca. 1861-63 
 
Printed on cotton. Great Star pattern. 
 
The thirty-four stars form a perfect pentagram, unlike earlier flower-like 
Great Star patterns. One of similar design, edged with a band of black 
crepe, was used as a mourning flag for Abraham Lincoln. 
 
 
 
 
35-STAR 71st NY VOL INFANTRY FLAG 
Ca. 1864 
 
Printed on cotton. Double medallion pattern, flanked by star in each 
corner. Overprint chronicles Civil War battles: 
 

Bull Run   Fredericksburg   Chancellorsville   Gettysburg 
 
The 71st New York Volunteer Infantry organized at Camp Scott, Staten 
Island in June 1861 and mustered out in July 1864. The regiment was 
assigned to the 2nd Excelsior Brigade under the command of General 
Daniel Sickle and saw extensive battle action in Pennsylvania and 
Virginia as evidenced by the inscription of battle honors printed on the 
stripes of the flag. Sickle was awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
gallantry during the Battle of Gettysburg.  
 
Most likely this flag was produced near the end of the Civil War for use 
at reunions or encampments. Its unique star design is similar to the 
double medallion pattern found on cavalry guidons. 

  



35-STAR GEORGE BLISS FLAG 
Ca. 1865 
 
Hand-sewn silk. Diamond pattern with embroidered gold stars; stripes in 
white and red sequence. Handwritten note: 
 

Waved at the return of the 1st R.I. Regt, Capt.  
George N Bliss Commanding Officer. April 9,1865.   
Made by Annie Francis Carpenter. 

 
The 1st Rhode Island Cavalry regiment organized at Pawtucket in 
December 1861 and mustered out in Baltimore in August 1865. The 
regiment served in Virginia with Sheridan’s Army, in the Shenandoah 
Valley Campaign, at the Battle of Gettysburg and in the defense of 
Washington. 
 
Captain Bliss was awarded the Medal of Honor for heroic actions during 
the Battle of Waynesboro, Virginia on September 28, 1864. He received 
three saber wounds, his horse was shot and he was taken prisoner.   
 
 
 
37-STAR CAMDEN COUNTY MEMORIAL FLAG 
Ca. 1873 
 
Printed on glazed cotton muslin. Double medallion pattern with central 
star, flanked by star in each corner. Overprint: 
 

Soldiers Monument  Dedicated To The Heroic  
Dead Of Camden Co.,  June 9, 1873.” 

 
The Soldiers Monument was dedicated on June 9, 1873 in tribute to the 
memory of 383 soldiers from Camden County, New Jersey who died 
during the Civil War. The monument was unveiled with appropriate 
opening ceremonies and a number of dignitaries and large crowd in 
attendance. On signal, a flag at the base of the monument unfolded and 
ascended to the top of the flag pole as a shower of miniature flags fell 
gently upon the concourse below.   
 
 
 
38-STAR 1776/1876 CENTENNIAL FLAG 
Ca. 1876 
 
Printed on wool and cotton blend. Stars are embellished with a thin line 
between each point to create a glimmering effect and are configured to 
form the years “1776” (composed of thirty-eight stars) and “1876.”  
 
A masterpiece in design, this is one of several commemorative flags 
specially produced for America’s centennial celebration. 



48-STAR PEARL HARBOR FLAG 
Ca. 1941-45 
 
Printed on cotton. Overprint: 
 
 Keep ‘Em Flying!  Remember Pearl Harbor  Dec 7 1941 
 
Following the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor, patriotic items were 
produced with the motto “Remember Pearl Harbor” as a symbol of 
America’s resolve in the war effort. The popular slogan “Keep ‘em 
flying” was posted in aircraft factories to instill patriotism in the 
workforce and to motivate pilots and flight crew, stressing the 
importance of working together to maintain air superiority.  
 
 
 
48-STAR BUY WAR BONDS FLAG 
Ca.1917-18 
 
Printed on cotton. Ink inscription along lower left hoist end: “U.S. Trsy 
Dept.”  Stamped overprint: 
 
 Buy War Bonds   Third Liberty Loan 
 
When the United States entered World War I, large sums of money were 
needed to fund the allied war effort in Europe. To raise the necessary 
financial support, an aggressive campaign was created by Secretary of 
the Treasury William McAdoo to sell war bonds, a special type of bond 
that would be redeemed for its original value plus interest. Famous 
artists designed posters and movie stars and other celebrities hosted 
rallies and made personal appearances to promote the concept that 
purchasing a liberty bond was the patriotic thing to do. Boy Scout and 
Girl Scout troops sold bonds using the slogan “Every Scout to Save a 
Soldier.” 
 
A series of four Liberty Loan notes were approved by Congress between 
April 1917 and September 1918, raising more than 18 billion dollars. 
The Third Liberty Loan was offered for sale on April 6, 1918, with terms 
that included a ten year maturity and 4.5% annual interest rate. The 
amount subscribed and issued was 4.2 billion dollars.  



48-STAR BERLIN CONVOY FLAG 
Ca. 1945 
 
Machine sewn cotton and satin stripes with machine embroidered stars. 
 
On June 23, 1945 a U.S. military convoy entered Berlin to take control 
of the American sector of the city. In honor of the occasion, flags 
handmade in the nearby town of Halle were specially ordered for convoy 
vehicles.  Colonel John McGinnis, a field officer with the Army’s 
military government operations, saved one of the flags as a souvenir of 
the historic event. He later bequeathed his flag to the National Museum 
of American History where it became part of the Smithsonian Institution 
exhibit July 1942: United We Stand, The Flag In World War II. 
 
This is another of the original flags that was among the first to enter 
Berlin following the end of the Second World War. 
 
 
 
48-STAR HARLEY-DAVIDSON FLAG 
Ca. 1942-45 
 
Printed on oil cloth. Image of two soldiers riding a motorcycle with 
inscriptions: 
 

Put us down for Harley-Davidsons when we get back. 
 

Harley-Davidson Motor Company, Dept. PS, Milwaukee, Wis. 
 
Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Company was founded in 1903 in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin by William Harley and three Davidson brothers, 
Walter, William and Arthur. One of only two American motorcycle 
manufacturers to survive the Great Depression, Harley prospered during 
World War II by producing large numbers of military-specific 
motorcycles for use by the Army as police, escort and courier vehicles. 
Harley received two Army-Navy “E” Awards, one in 1943 and the other 
in 1945, for excellence in war time production. After the war, the 
company once again produced recreational and racing bikes.  
 
This advertising flag reflects Harley-Davidson’s strong support of U.S. 
troops and its appreciation for the sacrifices made by those who served 
our nation. As a reliable supplier of military equipment, the company 
built a solid reputation and in doing so earned the respect and loyalty of 
armed forces personnel who relied on motorcycles during the war effort 
and potentially could become customers in civilian life. 



48-STAR LINDBERGH FLAG 
Ca. 1927 
 
Printed on glazed cotton muslin. Staggered pattern. Inscription: 
 

I saw Charles Lindbergh July 26th 1927 Springfield Vermont 
Spirit of St Louis  Katherine Grace  age 8 

 
Following his record breaking trans-Atlantic flight to Paris, Charles 
Lindbergh flying the “Spirit of St. Louis” set out on a three month 
nationwide tour to promote the aeronautical industry. The tour sponsored 
by the Daniel Guggenheim Fund included stopovers at eighty-two cities 
in forty-eight states. One such appearance was a celebration on July 16, 
1927 in Springfield, Vermont organized by ex-governor James Hartness, 
a friend of Lindbergh and fellow pilot. When Lindbergh landed at 
Hartness’ private airport, he was greeted by a cheering crowd of more 
than 30,000 people.  
 
The flag’s inscription written by a young girl who attended the event 
captures the essence of the respect and admiration the American public 
held for Charles Lindbergh, a true hero and aviation pioneer. 
 
 
 

48-STAR VETERAN FLAG 
Ca. 1918 
 
Printed on glazed cotton.  Staggered pattern.  Diagonal stamped overprint reads: 
 
 Veteran 
 
Most likely this flag was carried by Civil War or Spanish-American War veterans in victory 
parades commemorating the end of World War I. 
 
 
 
48-STAR SOLDIER FLAG 
Ca. 1945 
 
Printed on cotton. Diagonal overprint reads: 
 
 Soldier 
 
Most likely this flag was carried in victory parades commemorating the end of World War II and 
honoring Army veterans who fought on the battlefields of Europe and islands in the Pacific 
theater. 
 


